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Faith’s mission is to openly share
the saving grace of Jesus’ love
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Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and

the truth and the life.”

~ John 14:5-6a

Trom the Dastor s Deite

| get to have chapel time with our Nursery School students for fifteen
minutes on Thursday mornings. In the last month or so, the children
have added on one more routine after chapel time, before snack time -
they walk by the Jesus statue by my office on the way back to their
classrooms. “Why doesn’t Jesus have shoes?” one child asks. Another
wonders, “Why can’t this Jesus talk?” We learn about Jesus in Bible
stories and songs at chapel time, and then they want to go talk to
Jesus for themselves. It is a beautiful moment in my week, and a good
reminder that our faith lives begin very early, even before we can fully
talk, read or are “ready” for Sunday School.

Here at Faith, we strive to offer opportunities to learn more about
Jesus, but even more than that, to encourage people to speak with
Jesus directly in prayer and study of scripture, to serve Jesus in our
community, and to make a regular habit of including Jesus in our lives,
no matter what the age. | have preached on John 14 more than any
other passage of scripture in my 14 years of ordained ministry. The
message never gets old — the ones who are closest to him (the
disciples) still have questions and are unsure of the way forward in their
lives. Yet, Jesus reminds them, they know more than they think they
know, because they know him. Jesus is right there with them, showing
them the way. In fact, Jesus says, he IS the way. As we continue
celebrating the season of Easter in May, let’s follow the example of our
littlest ones in cultivating a habit of stopping to talk with Jesus. Despite
the uncertainties in our lives right now, we can trust that Jesus will be
with us along the way!
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Tithing is part of the larger principle that followers of Jesus
know as Christian stewardship.

Tithing is important, but is only one part of that broader concept.
The idea of Christian stewardship, in contrast to the tithe, includes
three basic principles: God is the owner of all of life; each individual
is a steward of all that God has entrusted to us; and, each person
must give an accounting of their stewardship.

It is important for those who tithe to clearly perceive the relationship
of their regular giving to the rest of the dedication that they make to
God. While in its narrow sense, tithing refers to the setting aside of
a tenth of one’s income for God’s work. It has nevertheless been
true that others, as they have practiced the stewardship of their
money, have felt the urgent need to dedicate their time, talents, and
their lives to God, as well.

The nature of tithing is such that the tither quickly understands this
larger concept of stewardship. Tithing is an acknowledgement of
God’s ownership, and of God’s continued concern for the world.
Giving a percentage of what is earned as an act of worship is a
recognition that all the remainder has been given by God to us.

As part of their larger stewardship, tithers are concerned with the
ways by which they earn money and with the use of the nine-tenths
that remains after they sets aside a tithe.

Christian stewards do not shape all their efforts and desires to
increased material goods, even if they do put aside a tenth of the
larger funds that such efforts bring to them.

The Christian who endeavors to be a steward of all they possess
will naturally be concerned with the motives that drive them as they
seek to make their living. They will always bring the purposes and
methods by which they earn money under the light of Christ’s
teachings.
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Sunday School

In May, our Sunday School is
learning about the prophet
Jeremiah, and then turning toward
stories of the first apostles in the
book of Acts, including the story of
Pentecost! Our children’s choir is
preparing their final anthem of the
year for worship on Mother’s Day,
May 10. Our nursery school class is
preparing an anthem for Father’s
Day, our final day of Sunday School
for the year, on June 21. Mark your
calendars for an end-of-year BBQ
at Faith on Saturday, June 13 from
3:30-5:30pm!

Nursery School
Happy May!

We had a fun April and were very
surprised by the warm weather we
had. It was such a nice break from
the snowy winter.

This month, we welcomed our
caterpillars to Faith, and we are
excited to let them loose in May.
Dance also started again with Miss
Hailey, and we’re excited to have
that back on Fridays.

As we look forward to the rest of
the school year, we are working
hard on our graduation ceremony
on June 18th. We can't wait!

Until then, if you know a family who
would like to register for our
summer program or for next school
year, contact me at
school@faithsyosset.org or
516-921-3330 for more information.
Spots are filling up quickly!

Leeann Hernandez,

Nursery School Director



Council Corner

The Council met on 19th of April
and discussed the following:

* Nursery School has 22 children
registered for the Summer Camp

* Nursery School has 11 children
already registered for the Fall

* We have surpassed the required
milestone fundraising amount of
$65,000 and will break ground as
soon as the Building Permit is in
hand. We're anticipating a
potential start date of May 1st

+ June's Newsletter will feature the
first publication of a comic strip
authored and illustrated by our
Sunday School children, led by
Robbie Zeolla and Grace
Sheridan

+ A special thank you to Tricia and
Ron for opening their home to our
Faith Family for a St. Patrick's
Day Feast

+ A special thank you to our 75th
Anniversary Committee for
planning the Building on the
Lord’s Foundation fundraising
dinner on April 19th
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+ On May 24th Leeann Sigona
Hernandez's (Nursery School
Director) daughter will be
baptized at Faith

+ Our new Vicar June will start her
internship at Faith on June 1st

Like our Facebook Page, Faith
Lutheran Church at https://fb.com/
faithlutheransyosset/. Also check
us out on our website at
www.faithsyosset.org.

Our YouTube channel is hitps://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCz511c5Hy6URVNYVM-AEe0A.

Our 10am worship services
continue to be live-streamed to our
Facebook page and YouTube
channel.

Giving Electronically

You may register to give
electronically on the front page of
our website or mail in your offering.
Please let us know if you need more
offering envelopes. Find us on Zelle
at faithsyossetbilling@gmail.com
for a one-time electronic donation.
Please follow up with an email
stating the intent of your gift
(memorial, flowers, general
offering), and we will respond with
a confirmation of receipt by the next
business day. Thank you for your

MAY 2026
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Thursday Morning Bible Study

Our morning Bible study group meets two
Thursdays a month at 10:30am downstairs in
the music room or on Zoom. This month, we will
be meeting on May 7 & 21, continuing to read
through the book of Romans.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/868128849897
pwd=ZC9PWHB1TjVIRklramxGdVY4Y3BBQTO
9

Meeting ID: 868 1288 4989
Passcode: 474102
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kHvUdGR4j

SCAN ME

Monday Evening Bible Study

Pastor Rebecca is also leading an evening
study group on the book of Romans on
Mondays from 8-9pm in the church library or on
Zoom. We will meet every Monday in May
except May 25 (Memorial Day).

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/849020243857?
pwd=ejXtfnQbxO5wv6nkHOp4kmG1aepfGC.1

Meeting ID: 849 0202 4385
Passcode: 098078



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902024385?pwd=ejXtfnQbxO5wv6nkH0p4kmG1aepfGC.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902024385?pwd=ejXtfnQbxO5wv6nkH0p4kmG1aepfGC.1

ongoing support of Faith and its
ministries! We have laminated
cards to place in the offering plate
during worship for those who give
electronically!

Designated Gift Priorities

Faith’s Council has established a
running list of designated gift
priorities for our church. If you
would like to give a special gift in
memory or in honor of someone, or
simply to support our church’s
ministries outside of your regular
offering, the current list is below:

* Nursery School upgrades
+ Outdoor nativity

* New office laptops and
software upgrades

+ Fellowship Hall Lighting

 Faith Music Conservation and
Ministry Fund

+ Landscaping and Biblical
Garden upkeep

+ Fellowship Hall Floor

Please contact Linda Boccafola,
secretary, or Pastor Rebecca for
further questions.

May Worship:

The season of Easter continues
with Living the Resurrection Life!
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+ May 3 - A Way of Life

+ May 10 (Mother’s Day) - Loving
God, Loving Others

+ May 17 - You've Got a Friend in
Jesus

+ May 24 - Pentecost, Baptism of
Arabella Hernandez

+ May 31 - Holy Trinity Sunday

Register for Congregational
Retreat July 2026

During Pastor Rebecca's sabbatical
last summer, we were able to go on
retreat as a congregation in July at
Camp Koinonia. People had such a
great time, we wanted to do it
again, this time, with the Sheridan
family. The Lilly Endowment
Congregational Renewal Grant is
subsidizing this year's retreat from
July 17-19. Please note that this
year, the cost per room ranges from
$65-$100, and there is a $20 fee
per child ages 5-12, which also
includes 4 meals. The final price
will be confirmed once registration
closes, at which point we will need
payment. Registration is due June
14, 2026 with payment due June
28, 2026.

To officially register for this retreat,
please go to the below link!

https://forms.qgle/
090YukdzAiG9FskF7

MAY 2026
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Lutheran Counseling
Center Services

Faith is a member of
Lutheran Counseling
Center Services of Long
Island. As a member of
Faith, you may be
eligible for sessions with
a mental health
therapist for $35 per
session. You are
welcome to speak
confidentially with
Pastor Rebecca for
more information, and
check out their website

at www.lccny.org.

Lutheran fr /
Counsehng

hope and healing C
enter
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Men’s Breakfast

The next Faith Men’s Breakfast will
be on Saturday, May 2 at 8:00 AM
at the On Parade Diner on Jericho
Tpke in Woodbury. Please contact
John Hinsch at
jdbhinsch@hotmail.com for more
information.

New Life Food Pantry

Faith supports the New Life Food
Pantry in Franklin Square (housed
at Ascension Lutheran Church).
Here are some needed items: Red
& Black Dried Beans

64 oz. Juice or Juice boxes

Masa Flour/Sugar/Flour

Shelf Stable Milk/Napkins

Cake Mix & Frosting

Spam/Canned Salmon

Canned Pineapple or Peaches
White Rice-1-2 Ib. Bag or Box
Coffee Regular/Instant/Decaf

Tea Bags-Regular & Decaf
Brownie Mix

In lieu of food donations grocery,
Gift Certificates

for Lidl, Shop Rite or Stop & Shop
or monetary donation made
payable to LUTHERAN FAMILY &
COMMUNITY SERVICES

would be greatly appreciated.

Memorial Day Breakfast &
Parade

Volunteers are needed to set-up
and clean-up for our annual
Memorial Day Breakfast starting at
8:30am on Monday, May 25.
Breakfast is served between
9-10am, and the parade starts
down Jackson Ave. at 10am.
Pastor Rebecca will once again join
Father Mike in a brief prayer
service at the memorial park by the
train station after the parade. Invite
your friends and neighbors to
attend!


mailto:j4bhinsch@hotmail.com

ONE DAY. ONE ISLAND.
THOUSANDS OF PLATES TO FILL.

NAL ASSOCIATION
N LETTER CARRIERS

JOIN US SATURDAY, MAY 9
TO END HUNGER ON LONG ISLAND!

Just leave non-perishable food items by your mailbox—
your letter carrier will collect it for Island Harvest!

Suggested Donations: BENEFITTING
Canned goods, pasta, rice, nut butters, ":R‘&“ ISL AND
toiletries and household products ". g H ARVEST
E!EE@E Nourishing Long Island’s Future
o
ﬁ e\ “\gd LEARN MORE PRESENTED BY

ro5 T & DONATE . i
E“ nationalgrid
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Michelle Chan attended the Metropolitan New York
Synod’s Women’s Retreat on March 14, 2026:

Where Silence Breaks and The Spirit Speaks

A slow quiet hum of the church organ whizzes around the sanctuary of
Marble Collegiate Church in lower Manhattan.

The intro to a hymn is building up.

“Blessed into the Holy Trinity, One God...” as Pastor Claire Repsholdt
preaches with her hands up and open like a beaming tree. [She really is
tall enough to resemble a tree-like structure.]

“Together, we are one in Christ.” Pastor Claire preached with
conviction.

Indeed we were. Every woman in the Metro NY Synod was invited to
attend a daylong women'’s retreat, aptly named “Bold and Beautiful,”
on March 14th, 2026. This event was designed to celebrate women,
acknowledge the struggles women have had to face throughout history
as well as setting the foundation for the next generation.

This day was a living testimony of faith, resilience, and community.
Guided by leaders including Pastor Martha Cruz, Pastor Linda Bell, and
Ms. Antonia Clemente, we were invited into honest conversations
about women’s roles in the church and the world.

Worship thoughtfully organized by Pastor Claire Repsholdt, grounded
us in Word and sacrament, while Bishop Katrina Foster’s preaching and
Pastor Nicole Schwalbe’s presiding reminds us of the Spirit’s active
presence among us as a sisterhood.

Throughout the day, across six thoughtful sessions, we wrestled with
truths both heavy and hopeful. We named the long history of women’s
voices being minimized —both within the church and beyond it. We
spoke of the endurance required to navigate systems that have not
always recognized the fullness of women'’s gifts.

The conversations we shared were not just about asking for permission
to lead or to speak, but about recognizing where the Spirit has already
been at work and choosing to follow boldly as we are called.

There was also a gentle invitation woven into the day: to pause. In a
world that often seems like endless chaos—we were reminded of the
spiritual discipline of stillness. Through meditation practices and
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moments of quiet reflection, we encountered a different kind of
strength; the strength of being held. In that stillness, many of us
reignited a deeper awareness of God’s presence.

As we left the retreat, the question was not simply what we had
learned, but what we would carry forward. Events like “Bold and
Beautiful” are not meant to remain contained within a single day. This
foundation shapes how we show up in our congregations, listen to one
another, and how we create space for voices that have too often been
missed.

And perhaps that is what it means to be both bold and beautiful: to
trust that God is still speaking, faithfully at work, and to answer,
together, with our lives.

MAY 2026
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CELEBRATE MEMORIAL
DAY WITH US!

In Partnership With:

Event Schedule:

9:00 am - Bagel Breakfast @ Faith Lutheran Lawn
10:00 am - Parade Starts @ Dawes Ave

10:45 am - Closing Ceremony @ Syosset VFW (20 Queens Street)

MAY 2026
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Palm Sunday Worship, March 29

We enjoyed a chilly but meaningful blessing of palms with St. Edward’s
Catholic Church at 9am, followed by a bagel breakfast in our fellowship
hall.

MAY 2026
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eCTION

Easter Sunday Worship, April 5

We celebrated Christ’s resurrection with special music from soprano
Meadow Webb, French Horn Megan Bastos, and the Faith Choir,
directed by Milo$ Velkjovi¢. Due to rainy/cold weather, our annual
Easter Egg Hunt after worship was a success indoors in our Sunday
School wing!

MAY 2026
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Building on the Lord's Foundation Dinner April 19

On Sunday, April 19, about 90 people from our church and community
joined us for a fundraising dinner, raising $6512.71. As of Sunday, April
26, we have raised $82,000 toward our $150,000 goal! Thank you to
the many people and local businesses who contributed silent auction
and raffle basket donations, helped set up or clean up, invited guests
to attend or helped in other ways to make this evening a success!

MAY 2026
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Prayer Concerns

Beth Speiser;

Eliana Melody (granddaughter of
Pam Morritt Freitag); Anthony &
Lois Martillo; Barbara Krampitz;
Arthur Millin (brother-in-law of
Lydia Kaboolian);

Lauren, Tommy & their daughter
Emerson Wondsel (friends of Pam
Freitag); Joseph Boccafola (son of
Linda and Everett Boccafola);
Wayne Gruber (son of Evelyn
Gruber);

Evelyn Gruber;

Julian Hyman (friend of the
Kaboolian family);

Jennifer & Bob Male (dear friends
of Lydia Kaboolian); Lorraine
Benson and Marianna Berkowitz
(friends of Margaret
Schuffenhauer);

Fran, Mary Alice and Beth (sisters
of Lydia Kaboolian); Harold
Nahigian (brother-in-law of Lydia
Kaboolian); Elizabeth Ahlers
(mother of Audrey Bullaro);

Joyce Schultz;

Annabelle & Kara Martone (mother
& daughter friends of the Rabas);
Lauren Ebbin (granddaughter of
Debbie Ostermeier);

Susan MacDonald (friend of Patty
Cadavid);

Stan Miller (dear friend of Tricia
Shannon and Ron Geraci);

Heath Sangster (nephew-in-law of
Lydia Kaboolian);

Lisa Psareas (daughter of Debbie
Ostermeier);

Rory Nicoletti (grandnephew of
Tricia Shannon and Ron Geraci);
Lisa Hinsch and Kathy Hinsch
(sisters-in-law of John Hinsch);
Olivia Melia (friend of Everett &
Linda Boccafola);

Malcom Prosser and Monty
Chaikin, (friends of Belle Douglas);
Andrew Boccafola-Fritz
(Grandnephew of Linda & Everett
Boccafola);

Randy Maertz (friend of John
Hinsch);

Bonny Davidson;

Carol Gross (friend of John
Hinsch);

Linda Boccafola;

Nancy Kaboolian (sister-in-law of
Lydia Kaboolian);

Daniel Hemerlein (nephew of
Lydia Kaboolian);

Jim Moore;

King Chan (relative of Michelle
Chan);

Pranzo Family (neighbors of John
Hinsch);

Gary Flury (friend of John Hinsch);
Irene Carton (Sister of Karen
Lesser);

Florence Minkoff (mother-in-law of
Ruth Minkoff)

The family and friends of Jane
Baltz, who entered into eternal rest
on April 13, 2026




Acolytes

Sunday
School
Teachers

Fellowship
Host

®

MAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

May 3

Gabby Ho

John Hinsch

Ruth Minkoff
Jeanne Sofia

Darlene Gaffney
Amelia Lin

Lulu Milicenco-
Domathoti

Jojo Chen &
Family

Jeanne Sofia
Richard Lin

May 10

Izzy Raba

Jeanne Sofia

Evelyn Meyers
Priscilla Ho

Priscilla Ho
Gabby Ho

Lulu Milicenco-
Domathoti

Ron Geraci
Tricia Shannon

Belle Douglas
Joy Chen

May 17

Patrick Lin

Darlene
Gaffney

John Hinsch
Pam Freitag

Jojo Chen
Izzy Raba

Craig &
Melanie Zeolla

Darlene
Gaffney
Michelle Chan

Evelyn Meyers
Carl Juul-
Nielsen

Altar Guild for the Month of May:

Craig & Melanie Zeolla

May 24

Ellie Raba

Gabrielle Ho

Norma Burns
Betty Schemale

Darlene Gaffney
Patrick Lin

Lulu Milicenco-
Domathoti

Joy Chen &
Family

Norma Burns
Jeanne Sofia
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May 31

Erin Sheridan

Linda Boccafola

Evelyn Meyers
Pam Freitag

Jojo Chen
Izzy Raba

Jess Raba

Eileen
Haritonides
& Family

Richard Lin
Ronald Geraci

MAY 2026
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Birthdays Anniversaries:
May 02 — Eloise Raba May 2
May 05 — Paul Zaratin James & Lauren Ricketts
May 09 — Richard Hoffer
May 10 — Zachary Thomas, May 11
Claudia Weiss Richard & Monika Hoffer
May 13 — Karin Weinstein
May 22 — Cami Filandro May 18
May 24 — Arabella Chen, Warren & Lynn Fisk;
James Ricketts Anthony & Lois Martillo

May 30 — Ron Geraci

If you have a birthday or anniversary that
we are missing, please notify the church
office at 516-921-3330 or
faithsyosset@gmail.com.
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May 2026 Agenda
Happenings at Faith

WEEK 1

Sunday April 26, 2026

Mon Apr 27, 26

Tue Apr 28, 26

Wed Apr 29, 26

Thu Apr 30, 26

Fri May 1, 26

« 9am Nursery School
+ 6:30pm Faith Family Karaoke

Sat May 2, 26

. 8:00am Men’s Breakfast

WEEK 2
Sun May 3, 26

« 9:15am Adult Choir
+ 10am Worship & Sunday School
- 11am Children’s Choir
« 1pm Trinity
Mon May 4, 26

« 9am Nursery School
« 7pm Twin County Chorus
- 8pm Bible Study

Tue May 5, 26

« 9am Nursery School
« 7pm LI Harmonizers

Wed May 6, 26

« 9am Nursery School
« 7pm Boy Scouts

Thu May 7, 26

« 9am Nursery School
- 10:30am Bible Study
« 7pm Twin County Chorus

Fri May 8, 26

« 9am Nursery School

Sat May 9, 26

MAY 2026
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May 2026 Agenda
Happenings at Faith

WEEK 3
Sun May 10, 26

« Mother’s Day

« 10am Worship & Sunday School

« 1pm Trinity

# HAPPY #

Yy isther:
/CDAY&

Mon May 11, 26

» 9am Nursery School
- 8pm Bible Study

Tue May 12, 26

» 9am Nursery School
« 7pm LI Harmonizers

Wed May 13, 26
« 9am Nursery School
- 7pm Boy Scouts
Thu May 14, 26

« 9am Nursery School
« 7pm Twin County Chorus

Fri May 15, 26
« No School

Sat May 16, 26

(Continued) WEEK 4

Sun May 17, 26

« 9:15am Adult Choir

« 10am Worship & Sunday School
« 11am Church Council

« 1pm Trinity

Mon May 18, 26

« 9am Nursery School
+ 7pm Twin County Chorus
- 8pm Bible Study

Tue May 19, 26

« 9am Nursery School
« 7pm LI Harmonizers

Wed May 20, 26

» 9am Nursery School
- 7pm Boy Scouts

Thu May 21, 26

« 9am Nursery School
- 10:30am Bible Study
« 7pm Twin County Chorus

Fri May 22, 26

« 9am Nursery School

Sat May 23, 26
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May 2026 Agenda
Happenings at Faith

WEEK 5
Sun May 24, 26

- Pentecost

+ 9:15am Adult Choir

« 10am Worship & Sunday School
« 1pm Trinity

Mon May 25, 26

- 9am Memorial Day Breakfast
+ No School

y Happy - &

.Day-'

Tue May 26, 26

+ No School
« 7pm LI Harmonizers

Wed May 27, 26
« No School

Thu May 28, 26

« 9am Nursery School
+ 7pm Twin County Chorus

Fri May 29, 26

Sat May 30, 26

(Continued)

Sun May 31, 26

« 9:15am Adult Choir
« 10am Worship & Sunday School
« 1pm Trinity

Mon Jun 1, 26
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Faith Lutheran Church and School

Tel: 516-921-3330
Email: faithsyosset@gmail.com

Facebook: faithlutheransyosset

PASTOR: Rebecca Sheridan
516-281-4418

pastor.rsheridan@gmail.com

CHURCH SECRETARY:
Linda Boccafola

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Milos$ Veljikovié

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL:

President: Richard Lin
Vice President: Doug Raba

Treasurer:
Lulu Milicenco-Domathoti

Secretary: Lydia Kaboolian

Financial Secretary:
Evelyn Meyers

Other Members
Betty Schmale
Craig Zeolla
Jeanne Sofia

Tricia Shannon

nl‘
:U ‘M”

#

TR
ah | (N
ail | [
] Ny
IS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Acolytes: Linda Boccafola
Altar Guild: Pam Freitag
Counters: Ruth Minkoff
Evangelism: Richard Lin
Fellowship: Jeanne Sofia

Finance:
Lulu Milicenco-Domathoti

Lectors & Prayer Chain:
Lydia Kaboolian

Property: Carl Juul-Nielsen &
Craig Zeolla

Stewardship: Evelyn Meyers

Sunday School: Jessica Raba

231 Jackson Avenue
Syosset, New York 11791
Website: https://faithsyosset.org
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Faith Lutheran Church & School

516-921-3330
https://faithsyosset.org

231 Jackson Avenue, Syosset, NY 11791
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud.

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. ]




